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Expressing surprise in English 

 

EXPRESSING SURPRISE 

Are you joking? / Are you kidding? 

Are you serious? 

Can you imagine that? 

Do you believe it? 

Do you know what? 

DoŶ’t you thiŶk it’s odd that….? 

Everyone's reeling from the shock of... 

Fancy seeing you here! 

Fancy that! 

Good heavens 

Guess what! 

Hey, nothing new! 

How strange! 

I (just) can't get over .... 

I / You just can't imagine... 

I ĐaŶ’t thiŶk of it. 

I doŶ’t ďelieǀe it. / I just ĐaŶ't ďelieǀe... 

I doŶ’t tƌust you. 

I find it hard to believe 

I just adore this colour! 

I must say it surprises me. 

I was just stunned by... 

I was pleasantly surprised. 

I was shocked to hear... 

I’ŵ Ŷot suƌpƌised at the Ŷeǁs. 

I’ŵ Ŷot suƌpƌised ďy the ǁay he ďehaǀed. 

I’ŵ Ŷot suƌpƌised. 

I’ǀe got Ŷeǁs, foƌ you 

I’ǀe Ŷeǀeƌ ŵet aŶyoŶe so attƌaĐtiǀe! 

I’ǀe Ŷeǀeƌ seeŶ aŶythiŶg like it! 

IsŶ’t it ďeautiful? 

IsŶ’t that faŶtastiĐ! 

It ĐaŶ’t be true. 

It happened out of the blue. 

It's a catastrophe 

It's a tragedy. 

It's terrible / What terrible news. 

It's unbelievable. 

It’s aďsolutely spleŶdid! 

It’s ƌeally soŵethiŶg! 

It’s ƌeally ǁoŶdeƌful! 

It’s ǀeƌy suƌpƌisiŶg to heaƌ this! 

My goodness! 

No, I doŶ’t ďelieǀe it. 

Oh, Ŷo! that’s Ŷot tƌue! 

Really fantastic! 

Really? 

Really? That sounds interesting. 

Seeing is believing. 

Surely not! 

Surprise! 

That’s a suƌpƌise! 

That’s iŶĐƌediďle! 
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That’s Ƌuite faŶtastiĐ! 

That’s ǀeƌy surprising! 

The news came as a complete shock. 

There's no way it could have happened. 

This is really a surprise! 

This is the worst thing that could have happened. 

We were completely taken aback by... 

We're all in complete shock. 

What a grand view! 

What? 

What’s Ŷeǁ iŶ that? 

What’s so uŶusual iŶ that? 

Who could have predicted it? 

Words can't describe how I feel 

WouldŶ’t you ďelieǀe it? 

Wow! What a surprise! 

You doŶ’t ďelieǀe it, do you? 

You doŶ’t say! 

You must be joking/kidding! 

You ǁoŶ’t believe it! 

You’ƌe kiddiŶg! 

You’ƌe the pƌettiest giƌl I’ǀe eǀeƌ seeŶ! 

 


